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STUBBS CHALLENGE 2022 

 

INFORMATION PACK 

 

PREAMBLE 

In an effort to revitalize equitation, SAEQA is re-introducing two innovative types 

of competition which will boost the discipline, its athletes and its coaches. The 

first of these, Stubbs Challenge is being re-launched in February 2022. The Blue 

Ribbon will follow shortly thereafter. 

 

STUBBS CHALLENGE 

Format of competition: 

❖ The test will comprise a course of jumps interspersed with specific 

movements as set out in a series of named and or numbered tests. 

❖ Each athlete will execute the prescribed test in the exact order that it is 

written and in accordance with the relevant rules of this competition. 

❖ More advanced tests will comprise a part 1 and part 2 and the Intermediate 

and Open levels may be required to swop ponies / horses. 

❖ The scores will not be held up by the judges, as this is not practical for this 

type of competition. 

 

RULES FOR STUBBS CHALLENGE COMPETITIONS 

 

The test/s to be ridden will be made known on the relevant schedule and will be 

available on the SAEQA website and other social media platforms utilised by 

SAEQA. Only Tests approved by the National Committee may be used for 

sanctioned and graded events. 

 

  

1. Athletes will be allowed to walk the course with their coach. Once the course 

is closed and the competition starts, each test will commence on the signal 

of a bell. 

 

2. The test may be called. 
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3. The Normal SAEQA judging criteria will apply. 

 

4. Where practical, there should be a Spotter and penalties will be deducted 

from each judge’s score. 

 

5. In the event of there being a part 2 in any test, Rule 4.3 (specifically part 3 

of that rule) of the current SAEQA rules will apply. A difference of 8 marks 

will be considered a significant gap. In the event of a tie, Rule 3.6 of the 

current SAEQA rules will apply.  

 

6. Athletes going forward will all enter the arena where they may not have any 

outside assistance.  They will line up as instructed, and a draw will take 

place for the swop as per the current rule 4.3 (specifically part 3). 

 

7. Athletes will then commence their test in reverse order on the bell. 

 

8. The results will stand as after the last part of the test.   

 

9. Prizes will be awarded as per Rule 3.3 of the current SAEQA rules. 

 

The following penalties will occur: 

 

➢ Any movement or jump left out will incur a score of 0 for the movement from 

each judge. 

➢ A second omission will incur elimination. 

➢ Should a rider deviate from the movement e.g. use both hands when one is 

required, use stirrups when none are required or turn left instead of right, -

2 will be deducted from each judge for an error of course. 

➢ A stop or refusal will incur –4. 

➢ Three refusals will entail elimination. 

➢ A fence knocked down will entail the deduction of –2 from each judge. 

 

A copy of the Stubbs Challenge – Mandy Johnston test, a course plan and score 

sheet to be included in this pack. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

 All current SAEQA rules will apply, excepting rules specific to this 

competition as detailed above. 

 Heights of jumps, obstacles and gymnastics or exercises for the various 

levels of competition will be in line with the current SAEQA rules, annexures 

and guidelines. 

 As an introduction the Stubbs Challenge test number 1 (Mandy Johnston 

test) may be used for both Novice and Intermediate levels in all three age 

categories. Heights and dimensions to be amended as per the current 

SAEQA rulebook and tests. 

 Where a course plan is provided, the jumps may be altered to accommodate 

the venue’s arena dimensions, however, the set movements in between 

fences must be executed asp per the requirements of the test. 

 Grading points will be allocated for these competitions. 

 Recognition points for Coaches will be allocated for these competitions 

which will count towards annual their CPD.  

 

The information pack on the second type of competition will be 

introduced shortly and will follow the basic format of the 

competition previously known as ‘Blue Ribbon’. 

 

 

 

 


